PSSA ENGLISH L ANGUAGE ARTS

PASSAGE 4

The following passage and poem are based on a Greek myth. Read the passage and answer
questions 30-34. Then, read the poem and answer guestions 35-39.

The Flight of Phaethon

retold by Josephine Preston Peabody

Once upon a time, the reckless whim of a lad came near to destroying the Earth and robbing
the spheres of their wits.

There were two playmates, said to be of heavenly parentage. One was Epaphus, who claimed
Zeus as a father; and one was Phaethon, the earthly child of Phoebus Apollo (or Helios, as some
name the sun god). One day they were boasting together, each of his own father, and Epaphus,
angry at the other’s fine story, dared him to go prove his kinship with the Sun.

Full of rage and humiliation, Phaethon went to his mother, Clymene, where she sat with his
young sisters, the Heliades.

“It is true, my child,” she said, “l swear it in the fight of yonder Sun. If you have any doubt, go
to the land whence he rises at morning and ask of him any gift you will; he is your father, and he
cannot refuse you.”

As soon as might be, Phaethon set out for the country of sunrise. He journeyed by day and by
night far into the east, till he came to the palace of the Sun. it towered high as the clouds, glorious
with gold and all manner of gems that looked like frozen fire, if that might be. The mighty walls
were wrought with images of earth and sea and sky. Vulcan, the smith of the gods, had made
them in his workshop (for Mount Aetna is one of his forges, and he has the central fires of the
earth to help him fashion gold and iron, as men do glass). On the doors blazed the twelve signs of
the Zodiac, in silver that shone like snow in the sunlight. Phaethon was dazzled with the sight, but
when he entered the palace hall he could hardly bear the radiance.

in one glimpse through his half-shut eyes, he beheld a glorious being, none other than
Phoebus himself, seated upon a throne. He was clothed in purple raiment, and round his head
there shone a blinding light, that enveloped even his courtiers upon the right and upon the
left—the Seasons with their emblems, Day, Month, Year, and the beautiful young Hours in a row.

in one glance of those all-seeing eyes, the sun god knew his child; but in order to try him he asked
the boy his errand.

“O my father,” stammered Phaethon, “if you are my father indeed,” and then he took courage;
for the god came down from his throne, put off the glorious halo that hurt mortal eyes, and
embraced him tenderly.

“Indeed, thou art my son,” said he. “Ask any gift of me and it shall be thine; | call the Styx to
withess.”

“Ah!” cried Phaethon rapturously. “Let me drive thy chariot for one day!”
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For an instant the Sun’s looks clouded. “Choose again, my child,” said he. “Thou art only a
mortal, and this task is mine alone of all the gods. Not Zeus himself dares drive the chariot of the
Sun. The way is full of terrors, both for the horses and for all the stars along the roadside and for
the Earth, who has all blessings from me. Listen, and choose again.” And therewith he warned
Phaethon of all the dangers that beset the way —the great steep that the steeds must climb, the
numbing dizziness of the height, the fierce constellations that breathe out fire, and that descent in
the west where the Sun seems to go headleng.

But these counsels only made the reckless boy more eager to win honor of such a high
enterprise.

“| will take care; only let me go,” he begged.

Now Phoebus had sworn by the black river Styx, an oath that none of the gods dare break,
and he was forced to keep his promise.

Already Aurora, goddess of dawn, had thrown open the gates of the east and the stars were
beginning to wane. The Hours came forth to harness the four horses, and Phaethon looked with
exultation at the splendid creatures, whose lord he was for a day. Wild, immortal steeds they were,
fed with ambrosia, untamed as the winds; their very pet names signified flame, and all that flame
can do—Pyrois, Eols, Aethon, Phlegon.

As the lad stood by, watching, Phoebus ancinted his face with a philter that should make him
strong to endure the terrible heat and light, then set the halo upon his head, with & last word of
counsel.

“Follow the road,” said he, “and never turn aside. Go not too high or too low, for the sake of
heavens and earth; else men and gods will suffer. The Fates alone know whether evil is o come
of this. Yet if your heart fails you, as | hope, abide here and | will make the journey, as | am wont to
do.”

But Phaethon held to his choice and bade his father farewell. He took his place in the chariot,
gathered up the reins, and the horses sprang away, eager for the road.

As they went, they bent their splendid necks to see the meaning of the strange hand upon the
reins —the slender weight in the chariot. They turned their wild eyes upon Phaethon, to his secret
foreboding, and neighed one to another. This was no master-charioteer, but a mere iad, a feather
riding the wind. It was holiday for the horses of the Sun, and away they went.

Grasping the reins that dragged him after, like an enemy, Phaethon iooked down from the
fearful ascent and saw the Earth far beneath him, dim and fair. He was blind with dizziness and
bewilderment. His hoid slackened and the horses redoubled their speed, wild with new liberty.
They left the old tracks. Before he knew where he was, they had startled the constellations and
well-nigh grazed the Serpent, so that it woke from its torpor and hissed.

The steeds took fright. This way and that they went, terrified by the monsters they had never
encountered before, shaking out of their silver quiet the cool stars towards the north, then fleeing
as far to the south among new wonders. The heavens were full of terror.

philter—a magical potion
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Up, far above the clouds, they went, and down again towards the defenseless Earth, that could
not flee from the chariot of the Sun. Great rivers hid themselves in the ground, and mountains
were consumed. Harvests perished like a moth that is singed in a candle flame.

In vain did Phaethon call to the horses and pull upon the reins. As in a hideous dream, he
saw his own Earth, his beautiful home and the horme of all men, his kindred, parched by the fires
of this mad chariot, and blackening beneath him. The ground cracked open and the sea shrank.
Heedless water-nymphs, who had lingered in the shallows, were left gasping like bright fishes. The
dryads? shrank, and tried to cover themselves frorm the scorchmg heat. The poor Earth lifted her
withered face in a last prayer to Zeus to save them if he might. &

Then Zeus, calling all the gods to witness that there was no other means of safety, hurled his
thunderbolt; and Phaethon knew no more. "

%

L

2 dryads— wood nymphs
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

E08.A-V.4.1.2

30. Which word has a similar connotation to “whirm” as it is used in the first paragraph of “The
Flight of Phaethon™?

- @A Dbelief
@B thought
®C. impulse

#D. decision

E08.A-K.1.1.3

31. Which sentence from “The Flight of Phaethon” best shows why Phaethon is allowed 1o drive
the chariot despite the danger?

‘:A. “ ‘| will take care; only let me go,” he begged.”

#3. “Now Phoebus had sworn by the biack river Styx, an oath that none of the gods dare
break, and he was forced to keep his promise.”

#C. “Already Aurora, goddess of dawn, had thrown open the gates of the east and the stars
were beginning to wane.”

#D. “‘Follow the road,’ said he, ‘and never turn aside.” "
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E08.A-C.2.1.3

32. Read the sentence from “The Flight of Phaethon.”
“Wild, immortal steeds they were, fed with ambrosia, untamed as the winds . . .”

What does the phrase “untamed as the winds” mest strongly convey about the horses?

®, They are fast moving.
®3  They are difficult to control. .
*C. They are eager to fly.
&) They are often utilized. :

E08.A-V.4.1.1

33. Read the sentence from “The Flight of Phaethon.” | -
“They turned their wild eyes upon Phaethon, to his secret foreboding, and neighed one to
another.”

What does foreboding mean as it is used in the sentence? L
.A. anger %
@3 worry

&C  confusion

& D. impatience
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EVIDENCE-BASED SELECTED-RESPONSE QUESTION

E08.A-K.1.1.1

34. This question has two parts. Answer Part One and then answer Part Two.

Part One
In “The Flight of Phaethon,” what most motivates Phaethon?
"
- P A, affection
Y
?p. fear
#
. #C. jealousy
’p. pride
Part Two
Which sentences from “The Flight of Phaethon” best support the answer in Part One?
Choose two answers.
® 5  “One day they were boasting together, each of his own father, . . .”
#3. “He journeyed by day and by night far into the east, till he came to the palace of the
Sun.”
®C. “...but when he entered the palace hall he could hardly bear the radiance.”
®p.  “But Phaethon held to his choice and bade his father farewell.” ®
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Read the poem and answer questions 35-38.

Phaethon
by Morris Bishop

Apollo through the heavens rode
In glinting goid attire;

His car was bright with chrysolite,
His horses snorted fire.

His darling son was Phaethon,
Who begged to have a try.

“The chargers are ambrosia-fed
They barely brook control,

On high beware the Crab, the Bear,
The Serpent 'round the Pole;
Against the Archer and the Bull
Thy form is all unsteeled!”

But Phaethon could lay it on;
Apollo had to yield.

Out of the purple doors of dawn
Phaethon drove the horses;

They felt his hand couid not command.
They left their wonted courses.

And from the chariot Phaethon
Plunged like a falling star—

And so, my boy, no, no, my boy

You cannot take the car.
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

E08.A-V.4.1.1

35. Read the lines from “Phaethon.”

“They barely brook control; / On high beware the Crab, the Bear,”

What is the meaning of brook control as it is used in the poem?

S
4}

L Jo3
#D.

suffer defeat
permit restraint

encounter force

understand sirength

E08.A-K.1.1.2

36. Which sentence best states a theme of “Phaethon”?

L
B,
Lde}

#D.

Parents often have a difficult fime denying children their wishes.
Children can lose their way when straying into unknown ferritory.
Young people often desire more responsibility than they can handle.

Young people can make poor decisions unless they are taught properiy.
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EVIDENCE-BASED SELECTED-RESPONSE QUESTION
E08.A-C.2.1.1

37. This question has two parts. Answer Part Or]e and then answer Part Two.

Part One

in the poem, “Phaethon,” how does the speaker’s presentation of ideas to the audience "

create humor? .
&y by answering a simple request in an exaggerated manner L
#3_ by explaining a complex idea in a practical manner .

®C. by defining current events through the use of past events

#D. by emphasizing universal truths through the use of personal experiences

Part Two

Which evidence from the poem best supports the answer in Part One? Choose one answer.
®).  “His car was bright with chrysolite, / His horses snorted fire.”
&3 “His darling son was Phaethon, / Who begged to have a try.”

#C. “They felt his hand couid not command. / They left their wonted courses.” L

®05  “And so, my boy, no, no, my boy / You cannot take the car.”
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

E08.A-C.3.1.1

38. Which event referred to in “The Fiight of Phaethon” and “Phaethon” most reflects the idea
from Greek mythology that mortals should avoid acting like gods?

®A. the son's fall from the sky
#B.  the son’s request to the father

®C. the father’s warning to the son @

®D.  the father's dazzling appearance %

EOBIA_CQ2-1 02

@
29. Which statement best describes how the structures of “The Flight of Phaethon” and

“Phaethon” contribute to their meaning? -

@\ Both the author of the passage and the poet intrude in the narrative to foreshadow the
resolution of the myth. 5

@3 Both the author of the passage and the poet use casual language o express a modern
perspective of the myth.

®C. The passage uses dialogue to create rising action, while the poem uses dialogue to
convey the father’s advice.

#. The passage uses the narrator to reveal character motivation, while the poem uses the
narrator to convey the son’s thoughts.
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